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The Watertown Local Development Corporation Board of Directors monthly
meeting was held on Thursday, June 23, 2022, at 82 Public Square

Present: President Jeff Smith, Michael Lumbis, Michael Pierce, Charles Capone 
Excused: Steve Hunt, Melinda Gault 
Others Present: Terry Evans, Designee; Brendan Straub, 7 news; Patrick Hickey, City of
Watertown Council Member
Staff: Donald Rutherford, CEO; Kylee McGrath, Executive Assistant

Call to Order: Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

Minutes- Minutes of the April 28, 2022, meeting were presented. Motion made by Mr.
Pierce to accept the minutes, seconded by Mr. Lumbis. All in favor. Carried.

Financial Report – Mr. Capone reviewed the financials for April and May.  Mr.
Rutherford stated a concern on the negative net income on the WLDC’s P&L. The
loss on investments has been concerning year to date.  Mr. Rutherford reviewed the
customer loan report. The WLDC’s customers have been doing well and those
customers that have fallen behind Mr. Rutherford has been in contact with.   Mr.
Zembiec made a motion to approve the April and May financial statements and May’s
customer loan report, seconded by Mr. Lumbis.  All in favor. Carried.

Loan Review Committee- Mr. Capone reviewed the two loan requests that were
presented at the June loan review committee meeting.
Reny Management is requesting $40,000 in new monies to be consolidated with the
current $112,465. The loan will have an interest rate of 3% with a maturity date will
be 6/30/2028.  The sources and uses in the loan summary was updated to reflect the
original $72,465 loan balance that was consolidated with $40,000 in new monies in
December 2021. 
Mr. Pierce made a motion to approve the loan to Reny Management as presented,
seconded by Mr. Zembiec. Mr. Capone abstained from voting. 
MSCORP LLC is requesting a loan in the amount of $75,000 with a 5% interest rate to
be amortized over 15 years.  Ms. Campbells company Whipped LLC has outgrown her
current space.  The funds will be used purchase and renovate 153 Coleman Ave.  Mr.
Pierce made a motion to approve the loan to MSCORP as presented, seconded by Mr.
Lumbis.  Mr. Capone abstained from voting.
  
Nominating Committee- Mr. Rutherford reached out to Dawn Cole to fill the
vacant spot on the WLC Board with Melinda Gault retiring in July.  Ms. Cole stated
she was interested in serving on the WLDC’s board. 



Old Business-
The CEO of the JCIDA approached Mr. Rutherford about having ownership of the
rail spur. The rail spur shouldn’t need maintenance for at least 10 years.  Questions
that were asked was the cost of insurance and upkeep.  The board tabled the
discussion for now until it is investigated further. 

Arts Festival Sponsorship: discussion on doing a sponsorship moratorium was
brought up due to the net loss on the WLDC’s P&L over the past few months.  Mr.
Pierce mad a motion to do a sponsorship moratorium until year end, seconded by
Mr. Zembiec. All in favor. Carried.  
Mr. Rutherford will inform Joe Wesner.

DRI:
Snide’s Towing and Johnson Family Properties is in litigation is regards the lease. 
 Mr. Rutherford stated that until a decision was made by a judge there is no way to
know who is at fault for breaking the three-party agreement.
Mindful Tutoring: Mr. Rutherford spoke to Nichole McDaniel; due to unforeseen
circumstances she is moving.  She did try to sell the business, but the buyer backed
out.  Due to the situation that’s out of Ms. McDaniel’s control Mr. Rutherford feels
we should not enforce the three-party agreement when it comes to paying back the
funds that have already been dispersed.

Façade: Mr. Rutherford asked for an update from Neighbors of Watertown and did
not receive any communication back. 

Block Party: The first Block Party for 2022 is June 24.  Everything is ready for the
block party.

Next Meeting- The next meeting will be held on July 28, 2022
Adjournment- Motion was made by Mr. Pierce to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 am,
seconded by Mr. Lumbis.


